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Cost of living 
 

Rent per month 

Type	of	apartment	 	
Apartment	(1	bedroom)	in	
City	Centre		

707.33	€	

Apartment	(1	bedroom)	
Outside	of	Centre		

531.67€	

Apartment	(3	bedrooms)	in	
City	Centre		

1,435.89	€	

Apartment	(3	bedrooms)	
Outside	of	Centre		

1,030.62€	

 

Buy apartment 

Apartment Price 
Price per Square Meter to 
Buy Apartment in City 
Centre 

5,196.88 € 

Price per Square Meter to 
Buy Apartment Outside of 
Centre 

3,525.00 €
  

 

Cologne and Bonn are separated by less than 50 km this is why you can choose any of these 
cities’ districts to live. 
 
Cologne 
 
Cologne is divided by the Rhine River in two sides: the left side, which is the center of 
gravity of the city, and the right side, which is called the 'Schäl Sick' (the 'Wrong Side). 
 
On the West bank of the Rhine you can find the nine different districts: 
 

Ø Innenstadt: it is the city center of Cologne and you can find the historic old town, the 
new town (the Gründerzeit) and the right-Rhenish district of Deutz. 

Ø Nippes: out of the city center, this district is a good place to live if you want to follow 
the Cologne’s lifestyle away the main tourist trail. 

Ø Ehrenfeld: this district is one of the cheapest one in Cologne, this is why it is home to 
many of the city's students. In the evening, the cinemas here get busy and the bars and 
music venues turn up the volume. 

Ø Lindenthal: this district is dominated by academic and research campuses, primarily 
linked to the University of Cologne and the German Sport University. 

Ø Chorweiler: The district has the lowest population density in Cologne and many 
areas are very rural. 

Ø Rodenkirchen: this district houses the most exclusive areas of Cologne:  
 
On the East bank of the river, you can find: 
 

Ø Mülheim: is located opposite the old town of Cologne. 
Ø Kalk 
Ø Porz: it is the largest borough of Cologne by area at 78,87 km² and has 107,500 

inhabitants. 
Ø Bonn: Until 1999 Bonn was the capital city of Germany. This is why the pedestrian 

zone dominates the city centre; in this district you can find the old town with its 
historic cathedral. However, Bonn's many other districts and neighbourhoods also 
offer plenty of tourist appeal. 



 

 3 

Ø Bad Godesberg: located in the south of Bonn, this area used to be the 
neighbourhood of choice for scores of German politicians, their families and foreign 
diplomats, before the capital moved to Berlin. A big number of embassies can be 
found in this district.	

Ø Beuel: located on the Rhine River's eastern banks, famous for its carnival, also 
known as the 'fifth season'. Is home to a historic monument honouring the laundry 
women	

Ø Hardtberg: is location for the headquarters of the Federal Ministry of Defence.	

General cost of living 

	

Estate Agents and renting process 
	

Cologne: The rental market in Koln is quite competitive; the normal way to find a house is 
with an estate agent. The fee of the service should be 1 or 2 months’ rent. 
 
Bonn: a double-track approach works best. Check for rentals in the online or print versions of 
the local paper as well as the websites bellow. 
 
Here you can find some rental databases used to look for a rental house: 
 
www.immobilienscout24.de 
www.immowelt.de 

www.bonner-immobilien-boerse.de 
www.anonza.de/start.php 

 
In some websites you can find those abbreviations as follows: 
  

Restaurant 
prices 

€ Average of prices in 
supermarket 

€ Utilities monthly € 

Meal 
(inexpensive 
Restaurant): 

10 Milk (1 litre) 0.70 Basic (Electricity, 
Heating, Water, Garbage) 
for 85m2 Apartment 

205.12 

Domestic Beer 
(0.5 litre 
draught) 

3.20 Bread for 2 people for 
1 day 

1.33 1 min. of Prepaid Mobile 
Tariff Local (No 
Discounts or Plans) 

0.09 

Coke/Pepsi 
(0.33 litre 
bottle) 

2.16 Eggs (12) 1.67 Internet (60 Mbps, 
Unlimited Data, 
Cable/ADSL) 

30.47 

Water (0.33 
litre bottle) 

1.75 Chicken Breast (1kg) 7.45   

Cappuccino 
(regular) 

2.44 Domestic Beer (0.5 
litre bottle) 

0.74   
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Local travel costs 
 

Type of ticket Price 
One-way Ticket 2.80 € 
One-Day-Ticket 7 € 

Seven-Day-Ticket 17.90 € 
Monthly Pass 68.20 € 

Taxi Start 3.50 € 
Taxi 1km 3.00 € 

Taxi 1hour Waiting 30 € 
 

Tax in Germany 
 

Expatriates living in Germany can be subject to German taxes, knowing that the German tax 
system is similar to the structures in other western countries.  

 

Individual Income Taxes  

 

 

In addition to those individual Income Taxes, there is a solidarity surcharge of 5.5% of the tax 
in order to cover the costs of integrating the states of the former East Germany. 
 

Important: Deductions  
As in many other countries, Germany allows a variety of deductions that can lower taxable 
income. Deductions are taking into account for circumstances such as children under 18 (or 
under 27 if still attending school without earnings), charitable and political contributions to 
Germany. 
 
Deductions from compensation are also made for four social programs: 
- retirement  
- unemployment 
- health insurance 
- long-term nursing care 
  

Single person Married person 
Less than 9,000€  
= TAX FREE  

Less than 18,000€ for a married 
couple = TAX FREE 

Up to 52,881€ 
= from 14 to 42% of tax  

Up to 105,762€  
= from 14% to 42% of tax  

From 52,882€ up to 250,731€ 
= 42% of tax 

From 105,764€ to 501,460€ 
= 42% of tax  

Over the amount above 
= 45% of tax  

Over the amount above 
= 45% of tax 
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Visa process 
 
There are 2 ways to get a Visa according the country you come from: 
 
 Who are concerned? Do you need a visa 
 
 
 
“Privileged” Nationals 

 
Citizens of Australia, 
Canada, Israel, Japan, New 
Zealand, South Korea, and 
the US 

They can: 
- enter the country 
without a visa 
- apply for a combined 
work and residence 
permit at the local Alien 
Department within 90 days. 

Third-Country Nationals Other non-European 
countries / outside the 
EU/EFTA 

Need a D visa for 
employment if they have 
found a job 

 
IMPORTANT: 
 
Non-EU nationals with vocational training and work experience in selected skilled jobs, as 
mechatronics, plumbing and sanitation, or healthcare have a better chance to get a work 
permit. 
 
For any further information, ask the German Embassy of your country. Make sure to apply 
well in advance! (Around 2/3 months before your departure). 
 
What is required to obtain these visas? 
 
Registration (Anmeldung) after your arrival in Germany, you first need to register at any town 
hall in Cologne. Everybody – including EU nationals and German residents – needs one! 
 
Residence & Work Permit (Aufenthaltserlaubnis&Arbeitserlaubnis) you have to go to the 
foreign office (Auslaenderbehoerde) where you will have to present yourself with the 
following documents in order to apply for a residence permit: 
 

• A copy of the town hall registration form 
• Your passport 
• Two biometric passport pictures (according to the American standard) 
• A completed and signed application form 
• From your employer: work contract or letter stating your net income, job description 

and health insurance details 
• Your CV and copy of your diploma 
• Original marriage certificate (if you are married) 
• A copy of the rental contract 
• Birth certificates or children's passports (if you bring children along) 
• Fee: €100 per adult / €50 per child (subject to change 
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Health care costs 
	

The German medical system is one of the best in the world. 90% of the German population is 
covered under statutory health insurance. 
 
Specifically, all workers are imperatively covered by public health insurance (Krankenkasse) 
if their income does not exceed a defined upper limit (in 2014: 53,550 € per year or 4,463 € 
per month).  
 
The health insurance rates are 15.5% of the monthly salary. Employees can choose among 
100 state insurance companies. The health insurance covers: hospital stays, basic dental care, 
routine doctor visits, drugs, eyeglasses, immunizations and x-rays. It also compensates people 
for loss of income due to illness. 
 
Concerning EU citizens, they can obtain free medical and dental treatment in Germany with a 
European Health Insurance Card. 
 
Some of the most popular German insurance companies are: 
 
AOK 
http://www.aok.de/ 
 
Barmer GEK 
http://en.barmer-gek.de/ 
 
TechnikerKrankenkasse 
http://www.tk.de/ 
 
Some of the most popular hospitals in Cologne include: 
 
LVR-Klinik Köln 
Wilhelm-Griesinger-Straße 23, 51109 Köln 
Telefon: 0221 / 8993-1 
 
Malteser Krankenhaus Sankt Hildegardis 
Bachemer Straße 29-33, 50931 Köln 
Telefon: 0221 / 4003-0 
 
Sankt Agatha Krankenhaus 
Feldgärtenstraße 97, 50735 Köln 
Telefon: 0221 / 7175-0 
 
Sankt Antonius Krankenhaus 
Schillerstraße 23, 50968 Köln 
Telefon: 0221 / 3793-0 
 
Sankt Elisabeth Krankenhaus 
Werthmannstraße 1, 50935 Köln 
Telefon: 0221 / 4677-0 

Service Telephone 
Police 101 

Fire service 100 
Ambulance 112 
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Schools 
 

Education is compulsory in Germany beginning at age six and continuing, in most cases, for 
ten years. That is fairly common throughout Europe. What is unique in Germany and is a 
throwback to the pre-war system, is that at age ten children are separated into one of three 
different tracks; Hauptschule, Realschule, or Gymnasium. 
 
Here are the most prestigious international schools in Cologne: 

School Name Website languages Age
s 

Location 

The Peace School 
(IFK) 

ww.prima-colonia.de English 
German  

3-18 Cologne 

St Georges School http://www.stgeorgessch 
ool.de/ 

English  2-18 Cologne 

Phorms School www.koeln.phorms.de English  5-18 Cologne 
Die Rheinpiraten 
Kindertagesstätte 

 
www.rheinpiraten-kita.de 

English  
German 

1-18 Cologne 

Bonn International 
School 

 
www.bonn-is.de 

English  
German  

3-18 Bonn 

Montessori 
International Day 
Care and Pre-School 

 
www.mip-bonn.info 

 
English  

3-6 Bonn 

Independent Bonn 
International School 

 
www.ibis-school.com 

 
English  

3-11 Bonn 

Universities 
Name Website Language 

Cologne Business School http://www.cbs.de/en/ English 
German 

University of Cologne 
“Universität zu Köln” 

http://www.portal.uni-koeln.de/ English 
German 

Language courses 
Institute Website Course 

Insula Koeln http://www.insulakoeln.com/en 

German and Spanish 
Different levels 
-Fees: 125-140 €/ per week 
-20 lessons per week 
-Max 8 students per class 

Dom-Schule http://www.domschule. 
homepage.t-online.de/ 

German, English, Spanish and French 

Arenalingua http://www.arenalingua.de/ 
English 
- Different levels 
- One to one courses or group courses 

Steinke 
Institut http://www.steinkeinstitut.de/ 

German 
- Intensive courses for different levels 
-620 € per intensive level course 
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Local attractions 
	
The Cologne Cathedral: 509 steps separate Cologne’s street with the best views of the city. 
It is the second highest building in Cologne and one of the most important pilgrimage 
destinations in Europe. 
 
The old town: in this city area of Cologne you can find the old Cathedral, the Roman Church 
Groß St. Martin and the historical Town Hall. 
 
Museums: in this city you can find more than 40museums. This is a top ten list with the 
museums that you must to see: 
 

• Museum Ludwig 
• Wallraf- Richartz- Museum 
• Treasure Chamber of Cologne Cathedral 
• Römisch-Germanisches Museum 
• Kolumba - Diocesan museum 
• Cologne Carnival museum 
• Cologne City museum 
• German Sport and Olympics museum 
• Museum of Chocolate 
• Museum of Applied Art 

 
Bonn: if you come to Cologne, you can live in Koln and work in Bonn or vice versa. This is 
why, if in Cologne you have not too many attractions, you can always visit Bonn. In this city 
you will find a lot of museums and parks as the Bonn Botanic Garden or the Beethoven 
House. 


